
 

Who should do this course? 

You should complete an ICAO Aviation English course if you are an: 

 Ab-initio pilot, planning to complete a commercial pilot 
training programme and whose first language is not English 

 Airline Pilot operating internationally and have not yet 
acquired ICAO Level 4 (operational) proficiency due by 
March 2011 
 

What is ICAO Level 4? 

The ICAO Language Proficiency Rating Scale delineates six levels of 
language proficiency ranging from Pre-elementary (Level 1) to Expert 
(Level 6) across six areas of linguistic description: pronunciation, 
structure, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension and interactions. The 
number of levels was determined as sufficient to show adequate, 
meaningful progression in developing language proficiency. An 
individual must demonstrate proficiency at Level 4 in all categories in 
order to receive a Level 4 rating (Operational). According to ICAO 
requirements, ‘Operational’ is the minimum level a pilot must 
achieve in order to fly/operate internationally.  

Who are we?  

Pilot Training College (PTC) is an Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) 
registered and certified flight training organisation. The Pilot Training 
College’s Aviation English Instructors are aviation professionals with 
teaching experience and qualified English (ESL) teachers with flying 
experience.  All instructors are trained to ICAO requirements.   

Course overview 

Pilot Training College offers a comprehensive language learning 
experience in an aviation immersed environment. This full-time 
course:  

 Integrates web based training with classroom training for 
effective learning 

 Focuses on content based instruction which maintains 
student interest 

 Teaches both plain English language and aviation specific 
phraseology 

 Contains course material sourced from principles that led 
and developed the ICAO language proficiency requirements 

 Is assessed through continuous assessment. This comprises 
of a weekly class assessment and an official ICAO language 
proficiency assessment 
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Entry requirements 

 English language proficiency 
assessment 

 Completed enrolment forms 

 

Fees 

 The total cost of the course is €2,500 
per four week module. 

 

Fees include: 

 30 hours contact time per week which 
includes a flight observing programme 

 Monitored computer based training 
programme 

 Student manuals and learning 
materials 

 Final Proficiency Assessment & Course 
Completion Certificate 

 Student email and online support 

 Accommodation  

 

Fees not included: 

 Any additional training hours outside 
of the course curriculum 

 Pilot Training College Uniform 

 Flights and airport transfers 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOW TO APPLY: 

Telephone an admissions adviser today on 

+353 51 876 706 (Ireland), 0800 862 0230 (UK) 

or +1 772 770 0065 (USA) or +46 200 439998 

(Sweden) 

Find out more on our website at  

www.pilottrainingcollege.com or contact us at 

info@pilottrainingcollege.com 
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What is Content Based Instruction? 

The focus of a CBI (content based instruction) lesson is on a specific topic or subject matter such as Airport Operations, 
Human Factors, or Threat and Error Management. During the lesson, students are focused on learning about this specific 
topic. The student learns using the language they are trying to learn, as a tool for developing knowledge to enable them to 
develop their linguistic ability in the target language. This approach is thought to be a more natural way of developing 
language ability and one that corresponds more to the way we originally learn our first language. 

 

What is the duration of the Aviation English Course? 

This depends on the level of proficiency you achieve in your initial assessment and the level of proficiency you wish to 
reach. Time-frames vary, however the average number of hours required to move up a level of proficiency is 200 hours. 

Example: A candidate achieves level 3 in his/her initial assessment. To improve language proficiency to Operational Level 
4, a total of 200 hours/8 weeks of Aviation English training will be advised.  

Below is a guide of suggested minimum hours per ICAO proficiency level:     

(It is advised where the minimum required hours is 3.5, 6.5 or 13.5, the full week is completed)  

Level 2   = 400 hours / 16 weeks 

Level 2+ = 300 hours / 12 weeks 

Level 3   = 200 hours / 8 weeks 

Level 3+ = 100 hours / 4 weeks 

This is presented through our full-time/distance learning training course and is made up of the following; web-based 
learning and classroom lessons based on content specific to aviation, and observational flight programmes.   

 

What is involved in the assessment? 

The initial assessment consists of a 30 minute Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) to assess the current language proficiency 
level according to the ICAO rating scale. This can be conducted both onsite or over the telephone. Subjects covered in the 
OPI are both familiar and unfamiliar. This helps to rate communication skills when faced with unfamiliar topics. Following 
the result of the OPI, an individual training plan is compiled for the student and training can commence. 

 


